
The BARE BONES of what you need to 
know about insurance and 4-H 
 

 All 4-H Members and Leaders have medical coverage during 4-H functions: it is 
paid for by your enrollment fee, and administered by “the Hartford Insurance 
Group.” 

 

 4-H is part of the University of California. The University is permissibly self insured. 
 

 As a part of this self insurance, the University provides liability insurance and SECONDARY 
auto insurance. 

 

 Secondary auto insurance:  If you are driving your car, or a rental car “… during the course or 
scope of official UC Cooperative Extension (4-H) business activities” and are in an accident for 
which you are liable, the UC might pay for anything above and beyond what your own insurance 
covers- you must have your own insurance.  If the accident is not your fault, the University will 
also help you with the claim.   

 

 Liability insurance:  the University also provides liability coverage for volunteers.  As soon as 
you are certified as a leader, you become an “Agent of the University” and are provided liability 
coverage.  “Coverage for formal volunteers is provided during activities that are scheduled, 
sponsored and supervised and while volunteers are acting within the course and scope of their 
UCCE duties.”  

  
    A Certificate of Insurance is proof of insurance, like your car insurance card, but more 

specific—it must be tailored to the location, group, or event asking for it, and what is being used 
for. For example, how much coverage they require, do they want to be named on the policy, what 
part 4-H’ers are playing, etc.  It’s about the location, and what you are doing there. We “prove” 
this by requesting Certificates of Insurance from the University.       

 

 If a location, event or group doesn’t ask for a Certificate of Insurance, no worries- you’re still 
covered… UNLESS they have forgotten and ask for it at the last minute and you run the risk of 
not having one, and therefore not being able to participate.   

 

 Sometimes a Certificate of Insurance takes WEEKS to get, because some organizations (some 
non-profits, hospitals, and even the County!) have their own insurance and their own forms and 
the University will want their own language in the agreement. 

 

 Some places also have “Facility Use Agreements”- the only person who can sign these is the 
County Director.   

 

 The University’s liability insurance does not generally cover animals, or any personal property.     
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 
 Until you are a certified leader, you DO NOT have any insurance coverage through 4-H. 
 Make sure your own vehicle and homeowner’s insurance policies are current and adequate.  
 Call the 4-H Office if you have any questions- ever! Even at the last minute!!  565-2681 


