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Melissa, age 9, joined 4-H when she was 5 years old and absolutely
loved it from the first meeting. She found out that 4-H was a wonderful
community with great, nice and hardworking people. She participates
in multiple 4-H projects including dog obedience with her dog Doug,
archery, goats, fishing, and poultry. She appreciates her experiences in
4-H meeting new friends, learning about animals, and getting better at
things she was not very good at before.  She loves the county fair and
gives advice to others: “you can go to the fair if you join 4-H, and not just
do rides – you can show your animals, do showmanship, and do fun
things with the judges and your animals!” Melissa believes that “4-H
teaches you about responsibility – about how to care for your animal,
how to pose your animal in a show ring and how to give presentations.” 

Melissa Minaker, Fulton

Amy, age 17, is a senior at Rincon Valley Christian School. She began
her 4-H career at age 5 because she wanted to learn more about her
Holland Lop rabbit named Bandit. Her 4-H experience has deepened
her learning in time management, record keeping, vine-pruning,
welding, wood working, and the importance of giving back to the
community. These have been bolstered through hands-on and
authentic opportunities to serve as a youth officer (such as Song and
Rec, Hospitality, Editor, Secretary, Treasurer, and President). Each office
has given her new understanding of how different offices help run a
club. With these different offices, she has spoken in front of large
groups and improved her public speaking abilities. 

She credits her 4-H participation with meeting “pretty amazing people
that I consider life-long friends in 4-H.” While she expresses sorrow for
her final year in 4-H, she says she’s “very proud to let people know how
wonderful 4-H is and how much 4-H has to offer kids in the community. If
I could give someone a reason to join 4-H, I would tell them, it is a positive
experience that will make you a better person.”

Amy Rodgers, Geyserville

http://ucanr.edu/sonoma4h
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Cooper, age 12, is a seventh grader at Willowside Middle School and a
member of Lytton Springs 4-H Club. He joined 4-H five years ago and
participates in 4-H swine, archery, and fishing projects. Cooper enjoys
his 4-H club’s focus on community service including serving at
fundraising BBQ’s for charities, crafts with seniors, bell ringing for the
Salvation Army, and providing food during the holidays. Cooper says “I
feel 4-H has taught me a lot about giving back to the community and
helping others.  I feel very lucky to belong to such a great club and I have
made a lot of good friends in our club and I look forward to being a part
of 4-H for many years to come.”

Cooper Ostello, Fulton

Lily, age 13, participates in the annual Sonoma 4-H Summer Camp held at the historic 1926 facility in the
Las Posadas State Forest. She loves everything 4-H Camp has to offer. In the past two summers, she has
had an opportunity to hike the park's trails and explore natural ecosystems, shoot recurve bows, and
have fun with peers. Being introduced to archery at 4-H Camp has sparked an interest in the sport and
Lily is now taking lessons during the year.

Lily is now a teen staffer responsible for
organizing and implementing the week of
summer camp in 2017. She hopes to meet new
people and improve her leadership skills while
working to create a better camp and atmosphere.
Lily thinks she will be a good staffer because "I
love camp and like to lead and teach others."

Lily Hadrich, Santa Rosa

http://ucanr.edu/sonoma4h
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